1/348

THE JEWELLERY OF THE
JEWISH BRIDE IN SAN‘A’
AS A CULTURAL AND
ARTISTIC MESSAGE -
THE 18™ CENTURY

Thesis submitted for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy
by Ora Berger

Submitted to the Senate of
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel,
December 2005

Copyright © 2005 Ora Berger
<oraberger@yahoo.com>
Some Rights Reserved.
ISBN 978-965-91108-0-3

ISBN 978-965-91108-0-3

I

9

9659"110803
Copyright © 2005 Ora Berger <oraberger@yahoo.com>. @ @
Licensed under Creative Commons BY-SA 3.0. @

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


mailto:oraberger@yahoo.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

2/348

Remarks to the digital edition

As part of preparing the dissertation for publication as a digital file,
rather than a printed or hard copy, some changes have been made
to the dissertation.

List of changes:

1. The dissertation license was changed from “all rights
reserved” to CC-BY-SA 3.0. The complete license is
available at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0

2. Add a link to the use license at the bottom of each page. This
changed pages' numbering, and they aren't equivalent to
those of the printed dissertation.

3. Add a reference list of photos in the dissertation combined
with the bibliography. The dissertation submitted to judgment
was accompanied with an internet site, to which the access
was limited due to copyright issues regarding the photos.

4. The English synopsis was moved from the end of the
dissertation to its beginning.

For remarks and comments you are welcome to contact me at
oraberger@yahoo.com

Dr. Ora Berger
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The focus of this dissertation on “THE JEWELLERY OF THE JEWISH BRIDE IN
SAN'A” AS A CULTURAL AND ARTISTIC MESSAGE - THE 18" CENTURY”, is

the Jewish silversmith in “Ga‘ bir al-‘azab”.

The dissertation emphasizes the distinction between “Ga‘’ bir al-‘azab” and
San'a’ in light of the turnaround which happened in ~1679 in the lives of the
Yemenite Jews (attachment a). This had happened as the result of the
“GALUT MAWZA"” (The expulsion and subsequent exile to MAWZA"). Till ~1679
the Jewish community in San'a’ lived inside San‘@’, which was a city
protected by a wall, closed in the evenings and in times of danger. But, in the
year ~1679 the Zaydi Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad ordered an Ethnic Cleansing of
all the Yemenite Jews to the south west of Yemen - to MAWZA'". The Jews had
to walk to MAWZA'.

A third of the Jews of Yemen died during that perilous walk. In the 18™ century
the distance from San‘a’ in the north of Yemen to MAWZA' in the southwest
was considered to be 15 days of walking away (attachment e), as distance
was measured at this time by the amount of time it would take to walk from

point A to point B. This is known in the history of the Jews of Yemen as
GALUT MAWZA'.

About a Year later, the next Zaydi Imam allowed the remaining Jews to leave
MAWZA', and he allowed them to resettle in Yemen decreeing that they were
allowed to live only outside of the towns. Jews were forbidden to live in towns
all over Yemen, and allowed to live only on the outskirts. As a result, in ~1680,
approximately 1,000 survivors of the GALUT MAWZA' started to build houses
outside San'a’, in the valley called Ga' bir al-‘azab, about an hour's walking
distance from the protected San‘a’. They were allowed to enter Sana’ and to
work at San‘a@"s market (the suq) until the closing of the gates of San‘d’,

towards the evening, whereupon they were obliged to leave. Actually, from
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~1680 on, the Jews lived in Ga' bir al-‘azab with no protection, as it was an

open place.

This is why in this dissertation every mention of Ga' bir al-'azab is from
~1680 on, and every mention of San‘@’, in relation to the Jewish community,
is before the GALUT MAWZA', meaning, before ~1679, as depicted in the
Jewish lluminated Bibles from San‘ad’ (which can be seen in pictures 31,33,
36, 37, 39, 44, 47,48 ,49 ,50, 51 on the website: www.oraberger.co.il which is

an integral part of this dissertation, and shall be used to depict the ideas

arising in it).

In this dissertation | shall be relating to Jewellery of the Jewish brides from the
end of the GALUT MAWZA', meaning from ~1680 till 1805. The year 1805 is
the death of the head of the Jewish court in Ga' bir al-‘azab, Rabbi Yihye
Zaluh N7xY X'n' ' whom, after his death was named MaHaRiTZ y"nnn
(meaning Our Teacher, Rav, Rabbi Yihye Zaluh). MaHaRiTZ whom had a
special importance in the Jewish community and was very important for the
Jewish women all over Yemen. He had carried out precedent setting rulings
on the issue of the ownership of the Jewellery of the Jewish women as their
personal property. This is why | felt it was of utmost importance to discuss this
time period between ~1680 and 1805, due to the importance of the period in

which MaHaRiTZ was the spiritual leader of the Jewish community.

In this dissertation the discussion on the Jewellery of the Jewish brides also
includes Rada'. Rada' was a town 5 days walking distance to the south from
Ga' bir al-‘azab (attachment €), but despite the distance between them, had
very close connections to Ga'‘ bir al-‘azab on the basis of religious leadership,
cultural, commercial, and family connections. There has been research
based on original documents written in Judaeo-Yemenite script (Hebrew
letters used in Yemenite Arabic speech) which include documentation of

names of Jewellery from Rada' owned by Jewish women from the years
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~1735-1754. The names of the Jewellery pieces from Rada’, as mentioned in
the documents discussed hereinabove, connects between the Jewellery
model of this research, which includes 27 pieces of Jewellery which survived
from the 18" century from Ga‘ bir al-‘azab and/or San‘'d’ (table 25), to the
names of the types of Jewellery owned by Jewish women in Rada® in the

years ~1735-1754 that appear in the documents from Rada'.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. Did Jewish brides own Jewellery in Ga' bir al-‘azab in the 18" century?

2. If yes, how many types and what were the specific names of these
pieces or types of Jewellery?

3. If they did in fact own Jewellery, was their any requirement that Jewish
brides in Ga' bir al-‘azab have to appear adorned with their Jewellery
(that they owned) and/or with Jewellery at all?

4. If so, did Jewish brides have a say regarding the Jewellery in their
possession?

5. If so, what did the Jewellery represent? Art? Economy? Law?
Individuality? Protection?

6. If so, did the Jewish silversmiths invent the Jewellery owned by the
Jewish brides through individual creativity, or was it rooted it in Jewish
and Islamic art ?

7. If so, what were the roots and stylistic models of the Jewellery of the

Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-'azab and Rada'?

RESEARCH CONCEPT

The special concept of this research has been arrived at through a
combination of the problems confronted, how they were dealt with and the
resulting decisions made, as well as the methodological questions that arose
and how they were solved. There are 3 basics problems to solve :

A. The nature of the corpus of the research.
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B. The proof that the Jewellery model of the research originated in

Ga' bir al-'‘azab (table 25).

C. The proof of the ownership of the Jewish brides on the Jewellery model

of the research (table 25).

A . The Nature of the Corpus of the Research

The corpus of the research is wide and varied. It is based on the following

sources from Yemen and Ga' bir al-‘azab from the 18" century :

1.

A model comprising of 27 pieces of Jewellery which survived from the
18" century from G&' bir al-‘azab and/or San‘a’, which | call for
purposes of the research, “the Jewellery model” (table 25).
A model comprising of 11 Ketubot which survived from the 18" century
from Ga' bir al-‘azab in Judaeo-Yemenite script, which | call for
purposes of the research, “the Ketubot model” (table 20).
“‘Dofi ha-Zeman” (the Defective Time), an essay, by Rabbi Sa‘id Sa'di
from Ga“ bir al-'azab from the first quarter of the 18™ century, about the
Jewish community in Ga&' bir al-‘azab in 1717-1726 in Judaeo-Yemenite
script.
Jewellery documented in Judaeo-Yemenite script, from the years
~1735-1754 in the private archive of the leader of the Jewish
community of Rada'.

nTion7x al-Mswda, which was the documentation of the Jewish court
in Ga' bir al-‘azab in the 18™ century in Judaeo-Yemenite script.
Precedent setting rulings on the issue of the ownership of the Jewellery
of the Jewish women as their personal property, carried out by
MaHaRiTZ y"1nn in the second half of the 18" century in Ga' bir
al-‘azab in Judaeo-Yemenite script.
Ceremonial art pieces from the synagogues in Ga' bir al-'azab from the
18" century { pictures 59-61, 216,217}.
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8. lllustratated Bibles from the 15" century in the synagogues in
Ga' bir al-‘azab in the 18™ century {pictures 31 ,33, 36, 39, 44, 46-51,
62}.

9. QANUN SANA'A’ from the beginning of the 18" century, in Yemenite
-Arabic script, which was the Imam law, based on the research of
Serjant and Lewikook, British researchers that researched San‘a’ in
1972,

10.The research report of the scientific Danish expedition to Yemen in
1762/3 ,published by Carsten Niebuhr, including an etching,
documenting 2 adorned women from the highland of Yemen {pictures
1,2}

11.1 comprise 8 Islamic Stylistic models in Yemen, as well as, Jewish
Stylistic models under Islam up to the 18™ century, to which | compared

the Jewellery model (chapter three).

The Jewellery model (table 25), is the heart of the above mentioned corpus. In
order to compile the Jewellery pieces which were to comprise this Jewellery
model, a request for information on Jewellery from the 18" century from
San'a’ was made at each and every possible museum, which were likely to
have examples of the Jewellery of the Jewish bride of San‘a’ from the 18"
century, excluding those in Islamic countries, which could not be accessed by
an lIsraeli researcher, for obvious reasons. The following are the pieces, on

which | chose to base my research on- the Jewellery model (table 25).

Museums outside of Israel:
STTATLICHE MUSEUM OF BERLIN

This museum sent me an article by Hans Casper, regarding 4 bracelets from

San'a’ from the 18™ century. All of them are stamped with the tabi' (the official
seal of the Imam) in Arabic and engraved with the name of the Jewish
silversmiths in Judaeo-Yemenite script {pictures 128, 129, 165, 166, 188}. |

included it in the Jewellery model, based on the findings of Serjant and
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Lewikok, who proved that tabi‘ and the name of the silversmith on a piece of a
Jewellery was a must according to the QANUN SANA'A’ from the beginning
of the 18" century.

THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM, NEW YORK

This museum sent me 2 pictures of unpublished pieces of Jewellery { pictures
207, 210}. | included it in the Jewellery model after analyzing it and found it to

be worthy of this research for the following reasons:

The piece of Jewellery documented in picture 207 is a narrow modest chain.

| compared it to the Persian fashion from the 15"-18" centuries, which
consisted of a pearl chain under the chin to fasten the woman's head covering
and thus adorning the frame of her face {pictures 208, 209, 220}, as well as to
this fashion documented in the Jewish Persian manuscript of ARDASHR from
the 14" century, which was described in Judaeo-Persian script (Hebrew letters
used in Persian speech). All of these were compared to the illustrated Ketuba
(a marriage contract) of Rumiyeh bint Avrohom bin Salem al-shaykh al-Lewi
from 1794 from Ga' bir al-‘azab, which documented a painting of a bride
adorned with a chain under her chin, which bore a similarity to the Persian

piece abovementioned.

| also compared the documentation of the narrow chain in the “CAIRO GENIZA”
research, and found that a narrow chain that appeared in the Jewish
community of the CAIRO GENIZA was called a j72'n hanak (choker) since it was

fastened tightly around the neck.

The piece of Jewellery documented in picture 210 is unique by its two
triangular box construction fasteners. | compared this piece of Jewellery to
CAIRO GENIZA research and found the special piece of Jewellery called in
the Jewish community of the CAIRO GENIZA 27 pv7xk nnn hummat al-‘agrab
(scorpion venom). As we know, the scorpion injects its venom from a

triangular poison gland at the end of its tail. | compared this piece with
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Fatimid gold pieces of Jewellery in the form of a gold bracelet with 2 very big
triangular fasteners {picture 221}. Here | found the manifestation of exactly
the same idea in the piece of Jewellery documented in picture 210. Therefore
| called it 2pyv7x nnn  hummat al-‘aqgrab, after the documentation found in
the CAIRO GENIZA research.

MORAVIAN COMMERCE MUSEUM, BRNO

In contrast to my findings at the first two museums, | was not able to succeed
in contacting this museum. Nevertheless | have included the piece which lies
in this museum from San‘a’ in the Jewellery model based on a publication by
the curator, Martin Gerlach {picture 212}, this in turn being based on the
research of Serjant and Lewikok, who proved that this type of Jewellery was
documented in QANUN SANA'A’ from the beginning of the 18" century, where
it was defined duqga nj7. | also found in Serjant and Lewikok's research that
this specific dugga was called duqgga fulul 71719 njzTafter its biconical shape
{picture 212}. This duqqa fulul is therefore a special link to the biconical type

of Jewellery in Islam.

In Israel:

THE ISRAEL MUSEUM , JERUSALEM

The piece of Jewellery documented in picture 108 had the tabi‘ from 1773 and
the name of the silversmith Soliman Manzeli in Judaeo-Yemenite script. After
the information based on nTIon7x al-Mswda, which was the documentation
of the Jewish court in Ga‘ bir al-‘azab, the family name MANZELI was the
family name of the last Judge in the Jewish community in San'a’ before the
GALUT MAWZA', whom was also the first judge in Ga' bir al-'azab. The
Manzeli family was one of those families that built Ga' bir al-‘azab, and one of

the most important families in the Jewish community in the 18" Century.
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| also studied the pieces from the former Bezalel Museum of Jerusalem,
presently at the Israel Museum, Jerusalem. It seemed to be incorrectly dated,
according to my research findings, and as such, | also estimate the date of the
2 pieces of Jewellery in this museum, formerly in the BEZALEL MUSEUM of
Jerusalem, on the basis of new information and stylistic analysis.

The former Bezalel Museum of Jerusalem, was unique due to its acquisition
of pieces of personal private Jewellery from Jews who came to Israel from
Yemen, before the massive immigration approximately between 1945 -1950.
The first of these pieces was named 7xn> Ix ™87 |az or kohl with the signature
of the Jewish silversmith noiz TIT David Kofoch which | estimated to be from
~1730 {picture 157& 156 the top}. The second is a duqqga fastener, which |
estimated to be from the end of the 18" century {picture 213} based on

stylistic analysis of the other duggaq in the Jewellery model {picture 212}.

SOTHEBY’S

Sotheby’s ran an auction in Israel in 2001 including Yemenite pieces of
Jewellery from the 18" century, stamped with the tabi‘ of the Imam in Arabic
and the name of the silversmith in Judaeo-Yemenite script. 16 of which |
included in the Jewellery model, based on the research of Serjant and
Lewikok which proved that the tabi' and the name of the silversmith were on
the Jewellery after the QANUN SANA'A’ from the beginning of the 18™ century.

In Summary:

To sum up the Jewellery model (table 25), it is to be said that the Jewellery
model in this dissertation is based on 27 pieces of Jewellery which survived
from the 18" century from San‘'a’ and/or G&' bir al-‘azab. Each piece of
Jewellery in this Jewellery model has at least, one of the following

characteristics:

Copyright © 2005 Ora Berger <oraberger@yahoo.com>. @ @
Licensed under Creative Commons BY-SA 3.0. @

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


mailto:oraberger@yahoo.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

16 /348

1. The tabi* in Arabic and the name of the Jewish silversmiths on it in
Judaeo-Yemenite script, on each piece.

2. Mentioned in QANUN SANA'A’ from the beginning of the 18" century.

3. Stylistic analysis.

This Jewellery model is intertwined in the paper on different levels and each
of the pieces of the Jewellery is discussed in the paper. In addition, each

piece is represented on the website www.oraberger.co.il, the site which is a

non separate and integral part of this dissertation and was created especially

and only for this dissertation.

B. The Jewellery model originated in Ga“ bir al-‘azab

Due to the special circumstances of this research, | have chosen stylistic
research methods, comparing styles of these pieces of Jewellery with the
themes that appear in ritual Jewish Art in the synagogues in Ga' bir al-‘azab,
to prove that the Jewellery that makes up the Jewellery model in this
dissertation originates in Ga' bir al-‘azab in the 18™ century. | chose this
stylistic method of comparison with ritual art in G&' bir al-‘azab as an anchor

helping to identify its Jewish style.

The purpose is to prove that stylistically the Jewish silversmiths in
Ga' bir al-azab used the style on Jewish ritual objects found in the
synagogues in Ga' bir al-'azab and copied this style onto the Jewellery model
of this dissertation (table 25). The silversmiths that had worked in Ga‘ bir
al-‘azab for the Jewish community, exclusively, adopted and developed the
style which represented religious art from the Synagogues onto the Jewellery
owned by the Jewish brides. In table 27 (table 27).

| compared ritual art pieces from the synagogues in Ga' bir al-‘azab to the
Jewellery model: illuminated Bibles from the 15™ century {pictures 31,33, 36-
39, 44, 46-51, 62}, painted TORAH boxes (the wooden covering over the Holy
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Writings of the Torah - the Jewish Holy Book) from the 18" century {pictures
59-61}, TORAH reading stand {pictures 216, 217}, silver finials {picture 61},
illustrated Ketubot (which is the Jewish marriage contract customarily
artistically painted) {picture 193-207, 218}. The results show that the style of
the Jewellery model and the style of the Jewish ritual art in the synagogues

are one and the same.

More than that, the dissertation shows that all the 14 synagogues in Ga' bir
al-‘azab were completely destroyed under the command of the Zaydt Imam al-
Mahadt ‘Abass, as part of a series of collective punishments decreed upon
the Jewish community. The ruined synagogues stayed in that position for a
duration of 30 years and it was forbidden to restore them, as well as, to
practice religion in public places in Ga*' bir al-‘azab. The Jewish practice

continued only in private houses.

The results of the comparison in Table 27, indicates that until 1762 the style of
the synagogues was copied by the Jewish silversmiths onto the Jewellery of
the Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-'azab. Furthermore, from 1762 till 1792 the
Jewellery of the Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-‘azab was upgraded and used to
represent the holiness of the synagogues. As the religious symbols on the
Jewellery pieces now took on a greater significance in the absence of the

synagogues, the Jewellery came to represent holiness itself.

This provided proof that the origin of the 27 Jewellery pieces was from
Ga' bir al-‘azab, made by Jewish silversmiths for the Jewish brides, rather
than made by the Jewish silversmiths in the Siq al-Fiddah (the silver
/Jewellery market in the market of San'd’) for the Islamic population

(attachment b).
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C. The ownership of the Jewish brides on the Jewellery model of

the research
| was able to prove my hypothesis in stages, of which | present 8 stages
herein below:

1. To prove the basic fact that Jewish brides owned Jewellery, | built up
a model based on 11 Ketubot which had survived from the 18"
century from Ga' bir al-‘azab, and showed that each bride owned
Jewellery ( table 20).

2. The expansion of Ga' bir al-'azab to Rada' shows the following
types of Jewellery documented in Judaeo-Yemenite script from the
years ~1735-1754 from Rada": npT duggah, 7Dx%'> khalakhil, sals ,
o070 mi'dad v'vxyn , dumluj , a%xnT hgalatnx?x'an  ,  al-marabit
0 ANININ.

3. laz or kohl %xn> Ix 787 - the silversmith expertise of the KAFACH
family that made this specific type of Jewellery over centuries helped
to prove that Jewish brides in Ga‘ bir al-‘azab owned “xnd Ix ™87 laz
or kohl , as documented and described in the article written by Yosef
Kafach, as he depicts the long tradition of the KAFACH family,
working as silversmiths specializing in crafting this type of Jewellery
for many generations, at east from 1638 on { pictures 157, 156 the
upper}.

4. To prove that Jewish brides in G&' bir al-‘azab owned 71'n hanak - the
choker aforementioned see the Metropolitan Museum, New York .

5. To prove that Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-‘azab owned na%? labbah
we are able to use documentation in an illustrated Ketuba from 1787
from Ga' bir al-‘azab. This piece of Jewellery appearing in the
illustration {picture197}, as well as being mentioned in QANUN
SANA'A’ from the beginning of the 18" century as a canonic type of

Jewellery and an expensive one.
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6. To prove that Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-‘azab owned 2 py7x nnn
hummat al-‘agrab (scorpion venom) see the Metropolitan Museum,
New York .

7. To prove that Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-‘azab owned the template
pendants documented in pictures 53, 54, 69, 215, | used 6 pieces of
Fatimid gold Jewellery from the time of the CAIRO GENIZA {picture
67}.

8. To prove that Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-‘azab owned the natural
crystal of the diamond, | have made reference to the article of Hans
Casper, mentioned hereinabove, as well as to the documentation of
the natural crystal of the diamond in the Ketuba from 1658 from al-
Zula' from south Yemen {picture 212 & attachment d}, as well to the
many imitations of the natural crystal of the diamond in silver - “silver

diamonds” being discussed in the dissertation.

To sum up the Jewellery model of the research as a model of 27 pieces of
Jewellery from the 18™ century has been proven to originate from Ga* bir
al-‘azab, a conclusion reached by examining all the sources of information,
which were found to support one another and which provided the key to the

ownership of the Jewish brides on the Jewellery model (table 25).

METHODOLOGY:

The methodological approach of this research is based on the combination of

historical research, art history research in Jewish Art and Islamic Art.

In addition to the abovementioned, this research is supported by the following
four related points, which are:
1. nnoyn n'ta Atarot Decree - In Yemen in 1666 at a time when

anything deemed by the leaders of Yemen to be a display of luxury or
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opulence, (in terms of Yemen), was forbidden to Jews. The purpose
was public humiliation of the Jews of Yemen. Jewish men were
forbidden to adorn themselves with the luxuriant, opulent male head
ornament in Yemen — the turban, were forbidden to wear a belt, and
were forbidden to have or carry any weapon. No dagger and its set of
ornaments. No pistol. Were forbidden to dress up attractively or in
quality materials and had to be dressed only in blue which was the
color which represented low classes in Yemen. This includes women
as well.

GALUT MAWZA' in ~1679 and its reverse in ~1680.

The classical CAIRO GENIZA community (9" -11" centuries) and its art
under the Fatimid rulers of the Islam.
Stylistics models in Jewish Art under Islam and Islamic Art in Yemen

up till the 18" century.

The common denominator of these four points is that they all occurred before

the 18" century and were rooted in Jewish and Islamic culture and art.

As a rule, | decided to use information sources only from the 18™ century and

up to the 18™ century with only the following 4 exceptions:

1.

The information of a1 7'90 2y’ Rabbi Ya‘aqov Sappir, the emissary
from 1859, regarding XvoX7X 'Ry |NNX 21 Rabbi Aharon ‘Iraqi al-
Usta from the end of the 17" century till ~1733, who had high official
economic posts for the Imam, and as a result of that the leader of the
Jewish community as well.

The information originating from wiwan o"n 1 Rabbi Hayyim
Hibshush, from Ga' bir al-'azab from 1869, on the coinage art at Dar
al-darb .

The information of na7 by a1n Rabbi ‘Amram Qorah, the last chief
Rabbi of Yemen, based on the nTion'x al-Mswda which was the
documentation of the Jewish court in Ga&' bir al-‘azab, in Judaeo-

Yemenite script.
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4. The geonologie of the Jewish silversmith family noxyp the KAFACH

family.

THE DISSERTATION STRUCTURE :

The dissertation has 4 chapters as the following:

The first chapter: The 18" century - the uniqueness of San‘ad’
The second chapter: The Jewellery in the 18" century

The Third chapter:  Stylistic models

The Fourth chapter: Main Innovations

The first chapter: The 18th century - the uniqueness of San‘a’

The precious metals, gold and silver, revitalized the rule of the Imam in San‘d’
and the economy of San‘d’. The chapter characterizes the 2 focal points of
those precious metals. The one was the coinage place named Dar al-darb.
The other was the silver/Jewellery market named Siq al-Fiddah, both of

which were found in San‘a’ itself (attachment a & b).

5Arising from this chapter is that the personality who lead the Jewish
community to create the official coins for the Imam, in Rada' and in San'a’,
was

NUONIXR 'RV |NNK "2 Rabbi Aharon ‘Iraqi al-Usta, who got the official title
NVOXN al-Usta from the Imam, which indicated the Excellency in profession
in Islam. As a result of that he also became the leader of the Jewish
community at the end of the 17" till his death in ~1733.

Also arising from this chapter is the application of the coinage techniques from
the coinage art to the art of making Jewellery by Jewish silversmiths in

Ga' bir al-'azab for the Jewish community there.
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Also in this chapter QANUN SANA'A’ from the beginning of the 18" century is
depicted, as the law for everyone. This law determined the rules for all
silversmiths, including the canonical types of Jewellery, the canonical
techniques and the ranges of purity of the silver. According to the QANUN
SANA'A" from the beginning of the 18" century Jewellery represented the
economy/law - the “WALL STREET” - of San‘a’.

In addition, there is a discussion in this chapter on the consequences of the
GALUT MAWZA' in ~1679 and its reverse in ~1680 under the prohibition
against living inside the towns in Yemen. As a result of this expulsion, the
survivors of the GALUT MAWZA' not only built up Ga' bir al-‘azab, but
gradually the Jewish community built a new sector there as a business
opportunity. So, it can be concluded that, at least some of the silversmiths

worked only in Ga' bir al-‘azab, for the Jewish community there, exclusively.

This opportunity became an opportunity for those who did public service in the
Jewish community. Public service in the Jewish community was not meant to
be done for payment due to religious precepts of Maimonides, which
prevented payment for public service and therefore public servants had to do
additional work for their living, so that working inside Ga' bir al-‘azab was a
perfect solution for them, as they performed public duties in the morning and
worked from their homes in the afternoon. The most famous example of a
public personage that had to supplement his duties was the head of the
Jewish court in Ga' bir al-'azab Rabbi Yihye Zaluh nxy x'n'* 21 whom, after
his death was named MaHaRiTZ y"nnn. He made his living as a silversmith for
the Jewish community in

Ga' bir al-‘azab.

Also described in this chapter was the gap between the Islamic law in San'@’
and the Jewish law applied in Ga' bir al-‘azab. According to Islamic law in

San‘a’ women inherited property, but according the Jewish law in Ga' bir
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al-‘azab they were not allowed to receive any inheritance. This is the reason
for Jewish women turning to the Islamic courts of law in matters of
inheritance, filing their complaints in the Islamic court of law in San‘@’,
against the will of the leadership of the Jewish community in Ga' bir al-‘azab.

Also discussed in this chapter were the precedents of MaHaRiTZ y"1inn on the
subject of the ownership of Jewellery by the Jewish women. The most
famous, but not the only one, is the verdict known as" the proprietorship- all

Jewellery is hers!""n%w o0 -nannn!" .

The second chapter: The Jewellery in the 18" century

This chapter was previously described (from “museums outside Israel” till

“Methodology” in “A. The Nature of the Corpus of the Research”).

The Third chapter: Stylistic models

The purpose of this chapter is to show that the Jewellery of the Jewish brides
in the 18" century in Ga' bir al-'‘azab was mainly Jewish models under Islam,
as well as, Islamic models in Yemen up to the 18™ century. Also to pinpoint
the turning point and change in the development of Jewellery as brands in
Jewish art under Islam. Also the phenomena of upgrading of Jewellery arises
in this chapter. We can find one type substituted for another, as well as
keeping the old type while upgrading the decorative elements of the Jewellery

and coining new messages in the patterns on the Jewellery.

| have focused on 8 models. There was no intention at all to cover all, only to
point out the phenomena of change and development of Jewellery as a brand
in Jewish art under Islam, while creating and distributing new messages. The
following are the models:

1. The model of Arabia

2. The model of ‘Iraq - San‘a’

3. The model of the Buyid Dynasty
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4. The model of the classical CAIRO GENIZA community - the
Jewellery

5. The model of the classical CAIRO GENIZA community - illuminated
Bibles

6. The Mamluk model

7. The model of illuminated Bibles from San‘a’ of the 15" century

8. The Indian model

The Fourth chapter: Main Innovations

14 different types of Jewellery

This dissertation proves the existence 14 different types of Jewellery owned
by Jewish brides in the 18" century in G&' bir al-'azab and Rada’, as shown

in table 37 in the dissertation , as well as here:

Types of Jewellery | photos

1 mi‘dad | 169 ,167 ,168 ,166 ,165 ,164
2 |z or kohl | up -156 ,157

3 dumluj | 149,148 ,130,129 ,128

4 Sals / al-marabit | 196 ,197 .114 ,113

5 isaba/sals' 4,3

6 Duqgqga / dugga fulul | 213,108 ,212

7 khalakhil sadr al-baz 185,184

8 hgalat | 192

9 template pendants | 215,69 ,54 ,53
10 hanak | 207 and compare 205, 206
11 hummat al-‘agrab | 211,210
12 labbah | 196 ,197
13 The natural crystal of the diamond 218
14 various rings | as shown in table 35

Equality , difference, individuality

The concept in the Jewish community was based on the principle of
equality versus difference in the ownership of the Jewish brides on the
Jewellery. The principle of equality was reflected in the fact that each bride

owned Jewellery with no exception. The principle of difference was reflected
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in the fact that there was no equality in the sum total of the Jewellery owned
by each bride, neither the types of Jewellery. The key word in the 18™ century
in Ga' bir al-'‘azab & Rada' was individuality. These 14 types of Jewellery
represent only the top options of the choice of Jewellery which was available
to the Jewish brides in Ga' bir al-'azab & Rada’. All the rest depended upon
the economic circumstances of the bride as well as being a matter of

individual taste.

Holiness

The style which was unique to the art of the Synagogues (liturgical art) was
adopted and applied onto the 14 types of Jewellery owned by the Jewish
brides in the 18" century in Ga' bir al-'azab. By sharing the same style the
Jewish silversmiths in the 18" century in G&" bir al-‘azab transferred holy
symbols (holiness) from the Synagogues onto the Jewellery. As all of the art
in the Synagogues was ruined with the destruction of the 14 Synagogues in
Ga' bir al-'azab in 1762, and the ruins remained until 1792, those 14 types of
Jewellery not only represented the expanding of holiness from the

Synagogues to the Jewellery, but holiness itself.

Canonic Jewellery
Some of the 14 types of Jewellery owned by the Jewish brides in the 18"

century in Ga' bir al-'azab & Rada' were already documented in QANUN
SANAA’ from the beginning of the 18" century, which was the law of the
Imam. This paved the way to commence research on the connection between
the Jewellery of the classical CAIRO GENIZA community (9"-12" centuries)
and the Jewellery of the Jewish community in San‘a’ up till the GALUT MAWZA®
which had occurred in ~1679, including the connection between the 14 types
of Jewellery and the Jewellery of the Jewish bride in the community of the
CAIRO GENIZA.
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Successful Entrepreneur

The image of Jewish women in Ga' bir al-‘azab & Rada' is that of a successful
entrepreneur. Not only did they run successful businesses, they also invested
their money wisely in Jewellery which was the “hard cash” of the 18" century

in Yemen.

“Pattern Books”

llluminated Bibles from San‘a’ of the 15" century were a publicly shared in the
Jewish community in Ga' bir al-'azab & Rada' in the 18" century, as the

community studied them on daily basis.

Besides being holy books they were the common inspirational source for the
Jewish community. As well as "pattern books” for the Jewish silversmiths in

Ga' bir al-'azab & Rada' in the 18" century. v'xyn mi‘dad are an example to
that { pictures164-168}. v'vwn mi‘'dad are actually binding an illuminated
carpet page from an illuminated Jewish Bible on the hand of the Jewish bride,
reduced to 1/5 of its size and implemented in silver as a piece of Jewellery.

Thus, most of the Jewellery.

What is the source of the Yemenite Jewellery in Islam?

This dissertation proves that 14 types of Jewellery owned by Jewish brides in
the 18™ century in Ga' bir al-‘azab & Rada‘ were rooted in Islamic stylistic
models and Jewish art under Islam, at least from the time of the classical
CAIRO GENIZA community, as well as evidence from this time by axTanX
al-Hamdant and '7x17x al-Razi, of the strong connection between San‘a’ and
‘Iraq based on Jewellery in Islam in the 10" century & 11™ century. This also
proves stylistic connections between Gold Jewellery from Arabia from the 10"
century to Persian and Buyid Dynasty Jewellery, and is a starting point for
research inquiring into the question: what is the source of Yemenite Jewellery

in Islam?
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Shaking the Theory of the Yemenite Jewellery as “frozen” Hellenistic

Jewellery
The only existing theory about the source of Yemenite Jewellery is based on a

theory which ignores Islamic culture. This theory was developed by Mordechai
Narkiss, who published his theory in ~1937 based on the personal Jewellery
brought to Israel by Jewish immigrants from Yemen, before the large wave of
immigration from ~1945-~1950. Till this dissertation was presented to the
Senate of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 2005, research in Israel
accepted and followed his theory. The dissertation shows 14 types of
Jewellery owned by Jewish brides in the 18" century in Ga' bir al-‘azab &
Rada‘, which passed through Islam and Jewish art under Islam. This fact
contradicts his theory. From a methodological point of view, ignoring Islam in

connection with Yemen and San‘d’ is a methodological flaw.

This dissertation is a starting point from which to shake his theory from
another point of view, as well. This is the style of his corpus. The second
Ottoman overall Yemen in 1872. As a result of that "Ottoman Renaissance”
was the new style in Ga' bir al-‘azab in the 3 last decades of the 19" century.
The Ottoman Renaissance and not Hellenistic style is reflected in the corpus

on which he based his theory.

My theory is that the Ottoman Renaissance which was reflected in Jewish
Jewellery brought to Israel since the first immigration of 1882 on, mislead
Mordechai Narkiss, as this Ottoman Renaissance was basically recreated by
Greek silversmiths following the glorious style of their past. Actually, the
Ottoman Renaissance was a pseudo Hellenistic style. This is why this
dissertation suggests the need for further research on the Ottoman
Renaissance in Ga' bir al-‘azab from 1872 till the turn of the 19" century. No

serious research has been done on this subject.
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My theory espouses that we will find that this Ottoman Renaissance is the key
link to Yemenite Jewellery in the 20" century, not including the 14 types of
Jewellery owned by the Jewish brides in the 18" century in Ga&' bir al-‘azab &
Rada’. So, the Ottoman Renaissance was a turn point in the Jewish
silversmiths in Ga‘ bir al-‘azab. This is one of the reasons to the big gap
between the Jewellery of the Jewish bride in Ga' bir al-‘azab in the 18"
century and in the 20" century, from the point of view of style, as well as from

the point of view of the ownership on the Jewellery.

Free Art

This dissertation proves 14 types of Jewellery owned by Jewish brides in the
18" century in Ga' bir al-azab & Rada‘, as shown in table 37 of the
dissertation. The appearance of Jewish women adorned with all and/ or part
of those types of Jewellery was in the 18" in G&' bir al-‘azab & Rada/,
especially in Holydays, a constellation, as we understand it in contemporary
art. All this without any mention of their body art, as reflected on their hands

and ankles, which is not the focus of this dissertation.

Summing up, the innovations presented in this dissertation as submitted by
Ora Berger to The Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, for the
purpose of receiving a Ph.D. degree in Philosophy offers a large contribution
to research of Jewellery as brands in Islamic art and Jewish art under Islam,
and in the field of Jewellery as a carrier of cultural messages and provides a
starting point for future and various research on Jewellery as brands in Jewish

and Islamic art.
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THE DISSERTATION SITE
This dissertation is supported with the following Internet research site
including the corpus, manuscripts and Jewellery to compare — 221 photos.

see: www.oraberger.co.il

The site is for this research only. It was created especially and only for this
dissertation for the purpose of receiving the Ph.D. degree from the the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel. There is no copyright violation of artist
proofs of the photos in this site, as this site is limited to this research only. In
this site all rights for the pictures are reserved by the museum in which the
Jewellery or the manuscript is found. Each picture is accompanied with the

details of the museum that owns these rights.
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.(vax) 7 mamn ,27 'ny, niamd ,Jax imn

163 nann

.N750 '0'wON NIknY NIy =" Mwyl nyar”

SR PWIR RN [?7] qorr naa T T W naimdin QA

A736 ."atyIn v yR" .9

Library of Jewish Theological University, New York. K358
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A77 mamn 177
TTI2 ANT Ty
10-n nxnn R
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